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Extensive Reading Program Which Changes Reluctant Engineering
Students into Autonomous Learners of English
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This article introduces extensive reading (ER) as an approach to improve fundamental

communication skills in English of reluctant EFL learners : average Japanese engineering students.

It is distinct from concurrent translation approach from a perspective that the learners use English
instead of Japanese to grasp the meaning of what they read and enjoy reading. In the ER program
at Toyota National College of Technology, many students developed more positive attitude toward
English, increased their reading speed, and achieved higher TOEIC scores, which was compared to

those of the students before this ER program was introduced. Comparison between three groups
of the students showed strong correlation between their TOEIC scores and the reading amount.
Keywords : Communication Skills, Effectiveness, English for Engineering, Engineering
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